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Lanchester … a great place to live! 

Villages throughout County Durham with a population of 5,000 and under were called to action 
in the County Durham Village of the Year competition 2009. The competition was organised by 
Durham Rural Community Council (DRCC) with sponsorship provided by Calor.  

The villages that entered were judged across four areas of rural village life including community, 
business, sustainability and communications. The competition was about recognising, rewarding 
and encouraging vibrant and sustainable village communities which pull together to make the 
best of local opportunities. 

In previous years, all the villages that entered found the experience of working together as a 
community, identifying the many positive aspects of village life and recording them on the entry 
form, extremely valuable. This process is so fulfilling that every village felt the competition made 
them a winner’ from the start. 

County Durham has many exemplary communities, all of which are involved in some excellent 
projects and are really working hard to improve life for villagers of all ages. DRCC wanted to give 
villages the opportunity to showcase what they do well while recognising what they can do to 
improve or where best practice can be incorporated. The aim of the competition was to get 
villages to help themselves and as many villages as possible were encouraged to get involved.  

The Village of the Year competition is of benefit to all communities that enter and residents 
routinely comment on just how much they have got out of entering it, irrespective of who wins 
the cash prizes. It’s a village health check - a `community MOT` - and volunteers and residents 
repeatedly say that they didn’t know how much their community did until they entered the 
competition and took stock of all the activities taking place. 
 
The judges sought out well-balanced, pro-active and caring communities that have made the best 
of local opportunities to enhance the quality of life for all inhabitants. Lanchester village was a 
worthy county winner of the competition in 2009 when judges found that fantastic work was 
taking place achieving excellent results for the community as a whole. Clerk to the Parish Council 
Sally Laverick, commented that the key to their success lay in the close working relationship 
between the Parish Council, Lanchester Partnership and village organisations.  
 
Lanchester Parish Council and Lanchester Partnership took the lead in the competition entry and 
working with village organisations, they found it relatively easy to build on the good work which 
was already going on. Motivating residents to get involved was not difficult as many groups were 
already co-operating together. The free, monthly newspaper, ‘The Village Voice’ was also 
instrumental in disseminating information and drumming up support via promotional articles. 
 
Completing the application made everyone realise just how much was going on in the village and 
that community cohesion was the magic ingredient that made Lanchester a good place to live, 
like head teachers from the local schools meeting with local councillors to develop projects in 
which they were able to work together. Lanchester boasts around 70 to 80 community groups all 
of which thrive because of the staunch public support they receive. Before they even started to 
compile the winning entry for the competition the Parish Council made sure they had as many of 
the organised groups as possible involved in the application. Children and staff from local schools, 
people from church groups, parish councillors, the partnership, community centre, music 
organisations and those involved in charitable work all worked together to outline their 
involvement within the community. 
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